
Decomposition of Wicked Spirits 

Brigham Young’s Statement 

The people in this age, are like the old miser, whose latter end was drawing nigh; he 
had saved a good purse of gold, but he was blind and could not see it, so he requested 
the attendants to bring him the gold that he might put his hand on it; when he laid his 
hand upon it, he could go to sleep. He possessed the negative of true riches. Again, they 
are like the man who found a lump of gold which weighed 100 pounds, the last that was 
heard of him was, he was sitting upon it, offering a great price to the passers by for 
something to eat, and swearing that if he had to starve to death, he would stick by the 
gold, and die a rich man. If he had understood the principles of life—the principles of 
true riches, he could have commanded that gold in California, in England, or anywhere 
else; but he had no power over it, and died like a fool, no doubt. What good was his gold 
to him? He had not the power of endless life in him, and he will be decomposed, and 
the particles which compose his body and spirit will return to their native element. I told 
you some time ago what would become of such men. But I will quote the Scriptures on 
this point, and you can make what you please of it. Jesus says, he will DESTROY death 
and him that hath the power of it. What can you make of this but decomposition, the 
returning of the organized particles to their native element, after suffering the wrath of 
God until the time appointed. That appears a mystery, but the principle has been in 
existence from all eternity, only it is something you have not known or thought of. 
When the elements in an organized form do not fill the end of their creation, they are 
thrown back again, like brother Kimball's old pottery ware, to be ground up, and made 
over again. All I have to say about it is what Jesus says—I will destroy Death, and him 
that hath the power of it, which is the devil. And if he ever makes "a full end of the 
wicked," what else can he do than, and reduce them to their native element? Here are 
some of the mysteries of the kingdom.   (Brigham Young, Journal of Discourses, Vol.1, 
p.275. August 14, 1853) 


